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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable ROB-
ERT P. CASEY, Jr., a Senator from the
State of Pennsylvania.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
opening prayer will be offered by the
guest Chaplain, Mr. Rajan Zed of the
Indian Association of Northern Nevada.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

We meditate on the transcendental
Glory of the Deity Supreme, who is in-
side the heart of the Earth, inside the
life of the sky, and inside the soul of
the Heaven. May He stimulate and illu-
minate our minds.

Lead us from the unreal to the real,
from darkness to light, and from death
to immortality. May we be protected
together. May we be nourished to-
gether. May we work together with
great vigor. May our study be enlight-
ening. May no obstacle arise between
us.

May the Senators strive constantly
to serve the welfare of the world, per-
forming their duties with the welfare
of others always in mind, because by
devotion to selfless work one attains
the supreme goal of life. May they
work carefully and wisely, guided by
compassion and without thought for
themselves.

United your resolve, united your
hearts, may your spirits be as one, that
you may long dwell in unity and con-
cord.

Peace, peace, peace be unto all.

Lord, we ask You to comfort the fam-
ily of former First Lady, Lady Bird
Johnson.

Amen.

(Disturbance in the Visitors’
leries)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Ser-
geant at Arms will restore order in the
Chamber.

Gal-

Senate

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable ROBERT P. CASEY, Jr.,
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 12, 2007.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable ROBERT P. CASEY, Jr.,
a Senator from the State of Pennsylvania, to
perform the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. CASEY thereupon assumed the

chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
———
EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that there be a full 30
minutes of morning business. I have a
brief statement I want to make.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

——
SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there will
be a period of morning business. Once

that is closed, the Senate will resume
the Defense authorization bill at which
time an amendment from the Repub-
lican side is expected to be offered.
Once we have disposed of the Repub-
lican amendment, the next first-degree
amendment from the majority side will
be the wounded warriors amendment to
be offered by Chairman LEVIN.

I have met with my staff this morn-
ing, and they have been meeting with
Republican staff on the committee. I
have spoken to Senator WARNER and
Senator MCCAIN. We want this bill to
have a full airing. We want people to
have the opportunity to offer amend-
ments. We are going to try to work our
way through the procedural morass we
find when we have a complicated bill,
but we hope when we complete this leg-
islation next week, people will feel
they have had an opportunity to offer
amendments.

We know there are a number of issues
relating to Iraq. We want to try to get
those up and disposed of. There are
some other amendments I know people
want to offer, nonrelated amendments,
but I hope we can hold back from doing
that. We should keep this bill one re-
lated to defense. I hope we can do that.
There will be other opportunities, as
we proceed through legislation, to offer
some of the important nonrelated mat-
ters.

THE GUEST CHAPLAIN

Mr. REID. Let me say a few words
about the guest Chaplain. Mr. Zed is a
resident of Reno, NV. He serves as di-
rector of interfaith relations of the
Hindu temple in Reno and is a spokes-
man for the Indian Association of
Northern Nevada. He serves as the
Hindu chaplain in northern Nevada and
northern California hospitals. He
teaches at Truckee Meadows Commu-
nity College in Reno.

In addition to his tireless work in the
Hindu faith, he is also active in the
community doing many different ac-
tivities . He serves on the governing
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